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Unlocking and Understanding the Mystery of Christ 

 

 

Week Seven         Day One 

THE FIGHT OF A LIFETIME 

 

“Therefore, prepare your minds for action; be self-controlled; set your hope fully on the grace to be given you 

when Jesus Christ is revealed.  As obedient children, do not conform to the evil desires you had when you lived 

in ignorance.  But just as He who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do.”                 (1 Peter 1:13-15) 

 

I went to the movies with my daughters recently, and I was absolutely sickened with a couple 

scenes in the movie.  The scenes absolutely did not need to be in the movie to bring forth a good 

story. It was totally an unnecessary scene directed to those with like minds for pleasure.  I came 

out wanting to fight!  I was ready to “take someone out” I was so irritated.  It made me mad 

because I try to guard what I see. I have worked hard to guard my children’s eyes; I avoid movies 

much of the time because of the junk that is put in throughout the good.  I went to this particular 

movie thinking it wouldn’t be that way but no… it just couldn’t be.  Infuriating!!!! 

I know we live in a sickened world and culture.  There are so many awesome things about who we are, 

but they are joined with obscenity and filth.  You get arguments about being able to handle the bad stuff; you 

are told, “Just look past it.”  Some things I can and do, but when I sat in that movie my heart and mind were 

racing with irritation and anger. 

“Should I fight someone?”  I asked God as I prayed about what to do with this irritation and anger. 

Then that’s where this lesson came to me.  “Yes, fight…but don’t fight on the world’s terms; fight for your life 

in me. Teach others how to fight for their relationship with Me.” So, here I am teaching you, trying to spur you 

into action to take an active role in your relationship with God.  You are in a FIGHT OF A LIFETIME.  You 

get one chance here on earth to live for Jesus.  Once you are gone, the fight is over.  Now, let’s get into the ring 

and learn how to fight!    
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The first thing we do when a fight is about to happen is to measure up our opponent.  We look 

at who we must face.  Then we measure ourselves up to our opponent.  We look at the areas where 

we are strong and he is weak, or where he is strong and we are weak.  Oftentimes, the fight looks 

impossible due to the opponent being so large and strong. 

There are two standards of measuring yourself up.  The measurement against our society’s standards, 

where you probably come out looking pretty good, and the measurement against God’s standards of holiness; 

where you probably come out looking pretty bad.  The measurement of holiness comes from the Word of God, 

and the FIGHT OF A LIFETIME comes when we measure ourselves up, not with an opponent, but with the 

Holiness of God 

 

DIGGING DEEPER: Ephesians 5:1-7; 10 

SEARCHING THE SCRIPTURES: Ephesians 5:1-7; 10 

 

V. 1 Be       of God, therefore, as dearly loved children and live a life of love… 

V. 3 But among you there must not be even a hint of      immorality, or of any 

kind of         , or of greed, because these are                      for God’s holy people.   

V. 4 Nor should there be     , foolish talk or coarse joking, which are out of 

place, but rather     .   

V. 5-7 For of this you can be sure:       immoral, impure or greedy person -such a man is an       

           -has any       in the kingdom of Christ and of God.  

Let no one            you with empty words, for because of such things God’s wrath comes 

on those who are     .  Therefore do not be partners with them. 

V. 10 …find out what     the Lord.  Have nothing to do with the fruitless deeds of              

    , but rather      them. 

 

That is a tall order!  This is just one list where the Scriptures declare what we are and are not supposed 

to do and be.  When I have looked at this passage and others similar to it, I have always seen guidelines to 

living.  I love that it is in list form with clear directions on what to do and what not to do. 

Our natural tendency is to measure ourselves up to our friends, neighbors, and co-workers.  This 

measurement makes us look pretty good.  Unfortunately, God isn’t looking for pretty good. He is looking for 

perfection!  He is looking for those that are pure and holy, without wrinkle or spot… OUCH.  I am NO WHERE 

NEAR THAT!!! What to do, what to do? 
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God has given such a thing called GRACE.  This is such an important word with so many levels of deep, 

rich, meaning.  Let me briefly explain…. 

1. Unbelievers are given a measure of grace to come to Him. 

2. Those people that receive that grace to come to Him, a measure is then given to accept Jesus and to be 

forgiven of our sins. 

3. FOLLOWING THAT, grace is continually given over multitudes of areas to guide us into living a life 

for Jesus.  Because of His Grace, we can have the Holy Spirit living in us to guide us and teach us about 

living for Him. 

So, when you are in a theatre, and you see things that totally disgust you, THANK GOD FOR HIS 

GRACE. That is His HOLINESS, or the HOLY SPIRIT convicting you not to watch, not to support, and not 

to engage into acts of unrighteousness.   

Hard teaching… if you are a professed Christian and you are NOT experiencing this stirring in your heart 

and mind when you see, hear, experience, something contrary to His Word, you are not experiencing the 

fullness of God’s grace and Spirit!!!! 

You ARE being measured up to the HOLINESS of God.  Whether you choose to measure yourself up to 

that standard or not will not matter in the end.  God is measuring you to that standard. God is offering His grace 

by giving you the Holy Spirit to convict and correct.   

When we measure ourselves up to the holiness of God, we will find that we do not measure up to His high 

standards.  A holy indignation needs to arise within you and spur you into action.  You can follow Christ’s 

example when He entered into the Temple courts and found that the Holiness of God had been totally taken 

out of the picture. 

 

DIGGING DEEPER: John 2:13-16 

SEARCHING THE SCRIPTURES: John 2:14-15 

 

V. 14 In the temple courts He found men      cattle, sheep and doves, and others 

sitting at tables       money. 

V. 15 So He made a      out of cords, and      all from the 

temple area, both sheep and cattle; He       the coins of the money changers and              

       their tables. 

When recognizing the need for a Fight, how does this work?  When you measure yourself up to Holiness 

you will find that you will fall short.  Until the day of salvation comes (the day we go home), we will always 

fall short.  I do not tell you this to discourage you but instead to encourage you.  When you realize we ALL fall 

short of the glory of God then you can realize that we are in this together.  YOU ARE NOT ALONE!!!  I AM 

NOT ALONE!!! 
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I think too many people look at their lives when they measure themselves up and become discouraged 

and taunted by the enemy.  “This life of godliness is too hard!!!”   “I’ll never get it right!”  Our first instinct is 

to GIVE UP.  That is the coward’s way out.  Knowing ahead of time that you will fall occasionally, knowing 

ahead that you will always be striving but never reaching should empower you to forge ahead.  Why is it 

important to know that we are not alone?  Because, at the point when we feel like giving up, our BROTHER 

OR SISTER IN THE LORD should be there with words of encouragement… with a heart of love and 

compassion.  The brother or sister in the Lord should be there to wrap the arms of Christ around the hurting 

brother or sister to let them know they didn’t fail; they are going through a valley.  They didn’t fall too short; 

they are just giving God the opportunity to pour out more grace! 

Our second instinct is to FIGHT THE WRONG FIGHT.  The way God designed this measurement 

against Holiness is to teach us what He expects, then give us power to fight to fix that area.  Oftentimes, we 

come out ready to fight the people of the world.  We are ready to tear apart anyone that opposes God or the 

Bible.  We sometimes take matters into our own hands and try to fight the war for God.  Bottom line, that is 

the wrong fight. He doesn’t need us to fight for Him.  He is all powerful and can fight His own war.  When we 

take things into our own hands, more often than not, we mess our witness up.  We represent God in the wrong 

way.   

He may ask us to STAND for something or against something, but we need to do so when He anoints 

and directs us.  In this passage above, Jesus was anointed to wipe out sin in the Holy Temple of God.  He was 

standing for the righteousness of God.  This needs to be OUR EXAMPLE - not to go out and wipe out all the 

injustices of the world but to keep our Holy Temple clean.   

Jesus gave us the example of what fight to fight… the fight for our soul.   

 We must take those areas we recognize as falling short of God’s Holiness and turn them over to Christ.   

 We must allow Him to apply His grace and instruction on purging or fixing those shortcomings within 

us.   

Our FIGHT is to keep walking in the way of Holiness in the midst of a depraved society.  When He desires 

us to stand up for something or fight through something, it will be as we draw near to Him.   

We never really know when our actual fight will be.  It’s more of an ongoing fight with no complete end in 

sight, short of our journey home.  This means we always have to be conditioned and ready to fight.  However, 

you may be drawn into a specific battle. That’s when you set yourself apart and really focus on God’s 

conditioning program. 

 

DIGGING DEEPER: Galatians 5:16-26; Titus 2:11-13 

SEARCHING THE SCRIPTURES: Galatians 5:16-17 

 

V. 16-17   So I say, live by the    , and you will not         the desires of 

the sinful nature. 17 For the sinful nature desires what is      to the Spirit, and the 

Spirit what is contrary to the sinful nature. They are in       with each other, so that 

you do not do what you want.  
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SEARCHING THE SCRIPTURES: Titus 2:11-13 

 

V. 11-13 For the    of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men.  It teaches us to say

   to      and         passions, and to    

self-controlled, upright and      lives in this      age, while we 

wait for the blessed hope—the glorious appearing of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ, 

 

DIGGING DEEPER: Ephesians 6:10-17 

SEARCHING THE SCRIPTURES: Ephesians 6:10-13 

 

V. 10-13 Finally, be     in the      and in His mighty power. Put 

on the full      of God so that you can take your stand against the devil’s 

schemes.   For our struggle is not against        , but against the rulers, against the 

authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the      forces of evil in 

the heavenly realms.   Therefore, put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be 

able to stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand.  

 

This conditioning program prepares us for the fight.  It comes by way of prayer, study of God’s Word, 

obedience to God’s Word, and worship.  It must first begin, however, with willingness and a humble heart; a 

humble heart that can say, “not my way, God, but your way.  I am willing to change my ways to align with 

your ways.  I desire to know you more.” 

We study, draw near to God, and obey to keep our eyes on Him.  He then pours more of His grace out 

on us to give us what we need for this life of godliness.  When trials come or specific battles come, they are 

fought the same way… keeping our eyes on Him.  Stay aligned and filled up with Him.  He may be using you 

in one of His battles to bring someone to Himself.  He may be using you to bring healing to someone. He may 

be stretching your own faith.   

As you worship, study, pray, and listen to the ways of Christ, you are developing spiritual weapons 

that will be needed for this fight.  They are listed in our scripture above and in an earlier lesson.  All but the 

sword are defensive weapons to deflect and to protect us as we face the injustice and immorality of the world 

we live in; the more you prepare, the stronger the weapons become.  The sword is offensive and is there when a 

specific circumstances arises that we must stand against. 

Condition yourself and strengthen your weapons for the FIGHT OF A LIFETIME! 
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What comes next?  What comes as a result of this FIGHT OF A LIFETIME?   

One word V-I-C-T-O-R-Y.  Our victory will come as a result of the victory Jesus Christ won on 

that Old Rugged Cross.  Had the grace of God never come to humankind by way of Jesus dying on 

the cross for us in our place, we would NEVER understand or be able to receive the victory we are 

fighting for. 

Fighting for your eternal life with Jesus takes action.  Yes, we come into a relationship with Jesus by 

way of being born again, but the enemy wants to do everything he can to snatch it from you.  Satan’s hands 

are all over society.  When we measure ourselves up to society’s standards, we are measuring ourselves up with 

Satan’s standards which will never measure up to God’s holiness.   

Measuring yourself up to God’s holiness is a deliberate action you choose to do.  Oftentimes, it is hard 

to do because it always shows us as less than perfect.  Oftentimes, it is hard to do because we get tired of 

constantly being on guard.  Oftentimes, it is hard to do because we are exhausted and cannot make time to 

spend with Him.  It is hard, especially at first, but believe God’s Word when it says all that endure to the end 

will make it home.   

Make deliberate choices that reflect integrity. Ask God to give you yet another measure of grace, so 

you are strengthened and ready to fight… THE FIGHT OF A LIFETIME!   

 


