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Who Am I?

Unlocking and Understanding the Mystery of Christ

\%“' a YF aF
Week Seven N (ﬁ U' r Day Three
fe

PLAY THE HAND YOU’VE BEEN DEALT
~_

“I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; I will counsel you and watch over you.”
(Psalm 32:8)

A J

First, I tell you to fight for this life of godliness. Then, I tell you to keep your life in balance,
and now I say just play the hand you’ve been dealt. This actually builds upon the first two lessons
in the sense that choosing to follow Christ can be difficult, but when you continue to balance every
| aspect of your life with God’s Word and treat hardships as discipline, godly character is developed.
- Undacking the Mystery Today’s lesson will focus on taking what situations and circumstances in life have been dealt to you

and responding with the character of Christ.

This particular message came from me whining to God about circumstances and situations in my life.
On my way to work, I was just irritated with my job and some responsibilities that took up my time and energy
that I didn’t want to give. Very clearly I heard, “Play the hand YOU have been dealt.” I’'m not sure why the
card analogy, as we never play cards. Make no mistake, though, it was definitely an attitude adjustment. After
I started looking at blessings and opportunities instead of what I didn’t have, my joy returned and a humble
heart was once again offered up to God.

I meditated much on that phrase. He showed me that we each come from very different homes and
situations. Each of us has a different youth history. Some come from a gentle, loving home, while others come
from a stirred up and possibly abusive home; many probably fall in the many areas between. Growing up,
some of you had to deal with tragedy. Some had to hit bottom before looking up, and some of you were
surrounded by the church and constant reminders of God’s love.

The great mystery is that no situation has caught God off balance or by surprise. We’ve been given
different situations in our lives to work around and respond to (many of which were out of our control), but we
have been given goals to reach for. God’s Word says He has a plan for us, but it’s up to us how we use what
God has given us to accomplish His plan and goal.
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Through this lesson, I will use a few analogies from a game of cards to help you see how you can use
the life situations you have been dealt to accomplish the same goals that we have been given. Through these
situations you will see that it is your godly character that empowers you... not the level of tragedy that holds
you back.

DIGGING DEEPER: Ephesians 4:1- 5:21

, \> 1. KNOWING THE GOAL OR DESIRED OUTCOME OF THE GAME WILL
\ DEVELOP GODLY CHARACTER

| Undenstanding the Werd |

SEARCHING THE SCRIPTURE: Ephesians 5:1-2; 5

V.1-2 Be of , therefore, a dearly loved children and

a life of , just as Christ loved us and gave Himself up for us as a

fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.

V. 5 For of this you can be sure: No immoral, impure or greedy person -such a man is an idolater- has any

in the of Christ and of

Our ultimate goal is our inheritance of the kingdom of God, but as long as we are here on earth our goal
is to imitate Him and live for Him. Looking forward to the goal or desired outcome can help you decide how
to face up to every situation you encounter. If your eyes are set on the heavenly prize before you, your godly
character leads you to turn each circumstance in such a way as to bring God honor and glory. If your eyes are
fixed on the moment or the circumstance, you may end up caring only about the immediate and how everything
affects you with no concern of the things that please God.

God promises to turn bad situations into good for those that love Him and are called according to His
purpose. Keep your eyes fixed on the prize... not the race. That doesn’t mean we won’t stumble in that race,
but your character will determine if you stay down and give up, or if you will pick yourself up, refocus, and
press on.

2. KNOWING THE RULES OF THE GAME WILL DEVELOP GODLY CHARACTER

SEARCHING THE SCRIPTURE: Ephesians 4:17-24
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V. 17 Says to no longer live as the Gentiles do in the futility of their thinking.

V. 18 They are darkened in their understanding and from the life of God because of

the ignorance that is in them due to the of their hearts.

V. 19 Having lost all sensitivity they give themselves over to what?

V. 21 You were taught in Christ in accordance with what?

V. 22-24 You were taught to put off your what?
Why?

You were taught to put on the what?

Why?

SEARCHING THE SCRIPTURE: Ephesians 5:8-10

V. 8-10 For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. as
of (For the fruit of the light consists in all goodness, righteousness and truth) and find
out what the Lord.

Oftentimes, people sit down together to play a card game, and if they have never played together
before, the first question is, “What’s the rules?” Some people play by their own rules. Even though they know
the desired goal or outcome, they choose to get to that outcome by different methods. We see a lot of this today;
you may have heard it as, “There are many ways to heaven.” There are different religions, different gods, all
supposedly leading to the desired outcome.

Even if we know the rules, in a game you may have to re-read the rules or discuss the rules with another
person to understand them or to know how to play. In our walk with Christ, we must get into His Word to
find out the “rules” of the “game.”

Please understand that I do not think our life with Christ is a game established with a bunch of rules...
that was Old Testament. I don’t want you to think I am trying to diminish the importance of this walk with
Christ; I am just trying to give you a way to recognize practical understanding and application for you to
develop godly character.

First “rule”: There is only one way to finish the game with the desired outcome - having faith and
believing in Jesus Christ. Believing that He came as a baby, by way of a virgin to live and walk on this earth
fully man yet fully God. He bore the sin of the world as He was crucified. He defeated sin and death as He
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arose from the dead, and He intercedes on our behalf as He sits at the Right hand of God since He ascended
back into heaven where He awaits the signal to come back and take us home.

Second “rule”: Read the Book. That is the only way to reach the desired outcome...to play by the
“rules.” We have to walk day by day with that belief in our hearts. How should I act? How should I respond?
How should I think? How should I do this or that? We use the “rule book” or instruction manual to teach us.
Unfortunately, many people think they know the book and never go back to check to see if they are correct.
We need to go back often and read what God’s desires and instructions are. We need to engrave His instructions
and Word into our hearts, and they will thusly develop the godly character we so desire.

The opportunity to play the game is coming. It is through the “playing of the game” that you display

the correct rules or character.

3. KNOWING YOUR OPPONENT OF THE GAME WILL DEVELOP
GODLY CHARACTER

SEARCHING THE SCRIPTURE: Ephesians 4:25-5:6, 11

V. 4:25-5:1 These verses instruct us as what to do. V. 27 We do these things as to not give our opponent a foothold.

According to this verse, who is our opponent?

V. 5:11 ...have to do with the fruitless deeds of , but

rather them.

A good card player is going to know the opponents they face. They know who is easily beaten and who
will give them a good competitive game. Everyone likes to win.

As we have now determined, the desired outcome or goal of our existence is to live eternally with Him.
We have now been introduced to the rules which instruct us how to play, live and react. Now, we look at who
our real life opponents are.

In all reality, we have one opponent. He is the prince of this world, and he has many followers that
masquerades as people that want to play the game with us. But recognize they are opponents that want to
win as much or more than we do. This evil opponent is going to try to play according to made up rules and is
going to try to get you to play with those rules. He is even going to go as far as trying to tell you there is a
different outcome that is better than the one you know about. This opponent is going to appear friendly, but
he will betray you. He will do everything to make sure you don’t win.

Unfortunately, many people see us as having an opponent in God, as well. This is a lie from the true
evil opponent. God is for us. We are His partners. God is already the winner of the game; we are just playing
out different hands of the game. When we play with God, He leads our game as only a good partner can. We
will abide by the Word of God as our rule book because it is a guide to understand how our partnership works.
Using the Bible guides your “hand’ that you were dealt and teaches you to see your cards or situation as God
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sees them. It teaches you to view your opponent as God see him...defeated. It teaches you how to react, think
and speak His Word causing everyone controlled by the opponent to fall away or convert to the truth.

Knowing your opponent is crucial to this hand you have been dealt. He is going to make you think
you have a hand that is filled with nothing but bad cards and impossible plays. Knowing your partner is crucial
because His plans are to prosper you and never to harm you. He will show you how to make those seemingly
bad cards play in situations that you may not have known about.

4. KNOWING WHAT CARDS HAVE BEEN PLAYED WILL DEVELOP
GODLY CHARACTER

SEARCHING THE SCRIPTURE: Ephesians 5:12-14

V. 12-14 For it is shameful even to mention what the do in

But everything by the becomes visible, for it is light

that makes everything

Now that you are in the game, prior to laying down any card, you must watch to see what cards have
already been played. A skillful or experienced player will be able to watch and keep track of what the opponent
is holding or trying to accomplish. Also, a skillful or experienced player will recognize what the partner is
holding and trying to accomplish.

This is a huge part of our “Game.” We know the opponent is trying to outsmart us and defeat us. Keep
watch to see how situations arise in your life. Learn to recognize the situations that arise that are sinful, that
make us stumble and doubt. Learn to recognize those situations that come from your partner as things that
are put in your path to grow you, help you, and guide you.

This, in the spiritual world, is called discernment. Once you are able to discern the card that was played,
you will know how to play your own cards. Once again, getting into the God’s Word, you will learn to recognize
each type of situation. Keeping your eyes fixed on the desired goal or outcome will keep you sharp and
confident. Remember who your opponent is and continually keep watch on what has been played.

3. KNOWING HOW TO PLAY THE CARDS YOU HAVE BEEN DEALT WILL
DEVELOP GODLY CHARACTER

SEARCHING THE SCRIPTURE: Ephesians 5:15-17
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V. 15-17 Be very , then, how you -not as unwise but as wise,

the of every » because the days are

evil. Therefore, do not be foolish, but what the Lords will is.

We know the desired outcome or goal. We know the rules. We know our opponent, and we know what
has been played. Now, it is our turn to play what we have been dealt.

Once again, you will see that some of the cards you hold were passed onto you from circumstances
beyond your control. Maybe they are from your childhood or maybe from before you came to know Jesus as
your Lord. Regardless, they are still in your hand.

The way we play these cards rely on the character that was developed through the other areas of the
game. This is the place we put the character of God into action.

Think for a moment of the card you are holding that seems like it could be a bad card; a card that could
potentially cause you to lose the game. Now, remembering your desired outcome, your opponent/partner, the
rules, and what’s been played, take that card/circumstance and give it to your partner or discuss with your
partner how to play it...how to turn that ugly card into something of worth.

Maybe you have had people hurt you; those are opportunities to reach out to others that face similar
situations... people that are holding the same card of a different suit.

How you handle the card shows where you are in relationship to your partner. When you want to get
revenge on someone that has hurt you, when you have or have not forgiven that same person... actions speak
volumes and that action is a result of the character that has been engraved on your mind and heart.

Whether you allow your illness or sickness to hold you back or allow God to work through it, how you
walk with that card can result in divine healing, perseverance, or faithfulness.

God can and will take that bad card and use it to trump the enemy or the opponent if you approach it
with the instructions found in His Word.

A Royal Flush or Living Flush with Royalty?

GODLY CHRARACTER COMES FROM BEING AN IMITATOR OF GOD

When we live our life imitating the King of kings, we are learning to live flush with royalty.
When you are holding the cards of the King in your hand, you play from the position of victory.

»
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/.ﬂinﬂg with Sutegiity  Our partnership is with God. He wants you to finish victoriously. He wants you to draw on Him

and His character to face whatever hand you have been dealt. He desires to take any bad cards
you are holding and turn those back on the opponent that is trying to strip you of your win.

FLUSH means a hand of cards all of the same suit, but it also means filled to overflowing, abundant
and having an unbroken or even surface.

Living flush with Jesus means we can be filled to overflowing with His Spirit. We can have an abundant
victory in our game of life, and we can be so connected to our partner that we cannot see where He stops and
we begin.
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