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Who Am I?

Unlocking and Understanding the Mystery of Christ
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“Don’t you know that when you offer yourselves to someone to obey him as slaves, you are slaves to the one
whom you obey—whether you are slaves to sin, which leads to death, or to obedience, which leads to
righteousness? But thanks be to God that, though you used to be slaves to sin, you wholeheartedly obeyed the
form of teaching to which you were entrusted. You have been set free from sin and have become slaves to
righteousness.” (Romans 6:16-18)

LOOKING AT SLAVERY:

e According to The New UNGER’S Bible Dictionary, Slavery in the Hebrew Nation was designed as a
SERVANT. The Israelites were the servants of God; they were not to abuse their servants but instead
rule over with kindness. (Lev 25:39)

¢ One would or could sell themselves into servanthood or slavery because of poverty; needing to provide

for their family.

e It was understood they would work off a debt until the year of Jubilee. Jubilee was a sacred festival that
occurred every 50 years. During this year, the soil was rested, land reverted back to the original owners
and Israelites who had sold themselves into slavery due to poverty were freed. (Lev. 25:35-43, 47-54)

e Relatives could redeem them

e  They could choose to remain in service especially for LOVE toward/for his MASTER.

It was a practice of choice until the “outsiders” got involved... this is when and where the abusive
behavior began.

We Look at SLAVERY through the eyes of harsh treatment. This cruel and harsh treatment can be
used to help us understand the reality of bondage that sin has over us. It can be directly compared to all the
ugliness we recognize SLAVERY as.
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But we need to look at the SLAVERY unto God/Righteousness more as being a SERVANT. It’s a
place of choice. It’s a place we desire to stay for the love of our MASTER.

A man’s freedom is limited. Either he puts himself at sin’s disposal and becomes its servant and
eventually dies; or he devotes himself to Christ-like obedience to God with the results that he, not only enters
into life, but also does what is morally right.

CHAINS are representative as the bondage of sin. Paul didn’t just see sin as an action or attitude
contrary to God’s will. He personified it. He labeled sin: as a king; slave owner; as dead/alive; as an external power
alien to man’s true nature as God intended; as an enemy that invaded man; as occupying the flesh; and holds man
captive. The CHAINS OF SIN control our behavior and actions. We have no freedom as long as we are held
by those CHAINS.

Praise be to God that JESUS came and broke those chains of sin and bondage. But many
CHRISTIANS that have received the work that Jesus did breaking the chains tend to continue to WEAR
them. They are walking around with the broken chains on them acting like they don’t know how to get rid of
them.

Through this lesson, I want to encourage you. If you are one of those Christians that continues to wear
the broken chains as though they control you, it is time tonight to break free. Those chains do not hold you.
It is the choices you make that hold you. Today... it is time to BREAK EVERY CHAIN!

In our “Understanding the Word” portion today I have taken scripture references from the
\) NEW LIVING TRANSLATION (NLT) and the NEW KING JAMES VERSION (NKJV). 1

wanted the word play that is distinct in these translations that you may get a deeper
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understanding of today’s lesson.

BREAK EVERY CHAIN BY UNDERSTANDING THE ROLE
OUR ADVOCATE PLAYS IN OUR VICTORIOUS CHRISTIAN LIFE

DIGGING DEEPER: 1 John 2:1-3 NLT

SEARCHING THE SCRIPTURES: 1 John 2:1-3 NLT

V. 1-3 My dear children, I am writing this to you so that you will not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an

who our case before the Father. He is Jesus Christ, the one who is
truly righteous. He Himself is the that for our sins—and not
only our sins but the sins of the world.
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JESUS IS THE ATONEMENT FOR OUR SINS:

The Cross appeared to be Satan at his best. He knew who Jesus was. It appeared as though he was
about to destroy the very Son of God. Then, at just the right time, Jesus proclaims, “IT IS FINISHED.” The
work that He set out to do prior to resurrection was finished. The REQUIREMENTS that God had determined
to be the payment for sin were accomplished through the final sacrifice of Blood by the perfect Lamb. Jesus’
blood fulfilled the righteous requirements God needed to do away with sin for His people. His death conquered
the bondage of sin in our lives.

The Resurrection conquered death. Because of our sin, we were to die. He died in our place but defeated
death by resurrecting; thus proclaiming, “...death has no victory over Me.” When we accept what Jesus
accomplished in HIS death and resurrection, we are forgiven of our sins and get to live eternally with Him in
heaven.

I love that it says that Jesus stripped Satan and his demons of all power. Col. 2:15 tells us that He
made a public display of them. When I am feeling discouraged or feeling like I am being overcome by the
enemy, I like to think about this: A PUBLIC SPECTACLE. The VICTORY belongs to Christ!

JESUS CONTINUES TO PLEAD OUR CASE BEFORE THE FATHER:

When Jesus ascended back into heaven, the Word tells us that He sits at the right hand of God making
intercession for us. He won the VICTORY, and now He cheers us on from the finish line as He walks with us.
He wants each of us to realize that VICTORY. Just as He stripped Satan of all his power, He wants you to
be stripped of all the chains that hold you in bondage. He wants you to walk in the Victory He won for you.
The sin has been conquered. If you are a child of Christ, then the chains you are wearing are of your choice.
They have been broken open. You are the one still allowing them to hold you back. Picture Jesus right beside
GOD speaking on your behalf. He wants you free!

BREAK EVERY CHAIN BY UNDERSTANDING THE ROLE
OUR ADVERSARY PLAYS IN OUR VICTORIOUS CHRISTIAN LIFE

DIGGING DEEPER: 1 Peter 5:6-9 NKJV

SEARCHING THE SCRIPTURES: 1 Peter 5:8-9 NKJV

V. 6-7 Therefore, humble ourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you in due time, casting all

your care upon Him, for He cares for you.

V. 8 Be sober, be vigilant; because your the walks about like a

roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour.
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V.9 him, steadfast in the faith, knowing that the same sufferings are experienced by your

brotherhood in the world.

We know Satan has been defeated and stripped of power. When humanity fell into sin, Satan became
the ruler of the world. He patrols this earth and is commander of a host of evil spirits through whom he enslaves
and keeps captive those without Christ. (Eph 2:2)

Before we came to Christ, Satan had us as slaves. Now that we have been set free, Satan doesn’t really
have the power we tend to credit him with. Christ took the power from him. But he is a liar, thief, and deceiver.
He roams around and roars loudly. He is constantly looking and prowling around for anyone he can snag from
Jesus. I believe He doesn’t care if people follow him or not. He just doesn’t want anyone following Christ.

It seems to me that if all power was stripped from him as Scripture says, why do we credit him with so
much? It is the fallen world that entices us. It is the sin that remains that can harm us. Satan just tries to
convince us that we want that sin in our life. Our society has created this big battle between good and evil; as
though God and Satan are on equal plains. They are NOT equal. GOD is SOVERIEGN. He rules over all.
He is the one that is in charge. Why then is sin allowed to continue? Why then do we still face temptations of
the devil? Why? I don’t know all the answers to why. I know God allows them to bring us closer to Him. 1
know that He promises to turn bad things to good for those that love Him and are called according to His
purpose. 1 know He holds us and protects us. I know this is a fallen world, and I know that God does NOT
force us to love and serve Him. He gives us a choice.

The All SOVEREIGN GOD knows what He is doing even when I don’t. He loved me enough that He
paid a HUGE price to save us from all the sin and evil that exists. He redeemed me out of the bondage that
exists. He gives me a choice each and every day of how to live my life. He has already prepared a place for
me, and He intercedes for me by way of Jesus and the Holy Spirit. I don’t know why, but I choose to believe
by FAITH. That is what God desires of us. Believe and live by FAITH that He is who He says He is, and that
He will do what He said He will do.

The ADVERSARY that exists tries to entice you away from Jesus. He is nothing more. He cannot
steal you away, and NO MATTER HOW CONVINCING HE SOUNDS he cannot touch you. Christ in you is
greater than the devil that is in this world. How you handle those enticements will be the key to understanding
how to walk in the VICTORY that Jesus won for you.

BREAK EVERY CHAIN BY UNDERSTANDING THE ROLE
OUR AUTHORITY PLAYS IN OUR VICTORIOUS CHRISTIAN LIFE

DIGGING DEEPER: Luke 10:17-20 NLT

SEARCHING THE SCRIPTURES: Luke 10:17-20 NL'T
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V. 17 The seventy-two returned with joy and said, “Lord, the

us when we use name.”
V. 18-20 “Yes,” He told them, “I saw fall from like lightning!  Look,
have given over the power
of the , and you can walk among snakes and scorpions and crush them. Nothing will
injure you. But don’t rejoice because evil spirits obey you; because your
are in heaven.”

“Snakes and scorpions” are terms representing the most dangerous forces of spiritual evil. Christians
have power over evil spirits because Christ has given us His authority over them. In this passage, you see a
tangible account of Jesus authorizing 72 to go out with that authority to minister. When they came back they
were amazed at the power of that AUTHORITY.

Many Christians do not realize the victory they have in the AUTHORITY of Christ. They try to live
on their own strength and on their efforts. Living this way will only bring defeat. When we try to live without
the AUTHORITY and power of Jesus in us, we are more susceptible to fall into the sin that entangles us. The
basis for victorious living is found in the AUTHORITY of Jesus and the Christian’s union with Christ. It is at
His name that every knee will bow and tongue confess that He is Lord. We must work from our union with
Him as representatives of the work He accomplished.

First and foremost, you must believe with your heart that Jesus is Lord and confess with your

mouth that He was raised from the dead. Then you will be saved. Next, you must have a life fully

b d surrendered to God. This is a life that measures everything up to the standards of God. You don’t
/ﬁnﬂgwdhmdg try to justify your wrong doing, and you don’t continue to do the things you used to do prior to
receiving the salvation in Jesus Christ. You truly desire your life to be pleasing unto your

MASTER. You have given your life over to be a SERVANT or SLAVE to Christ and

righteousness.

If and when, after giving your life to Christ, you realize you have remnants of the chains still in your
life, recognize now that those chains are broken. They are there ready for you to put down at the foot of the
cross. You are free. Those chains do not hold you back, but they are there for you to give up. When you
recognize a sin in your life, or you are tempted with a sin in your life, the way to get rid of it is to CONFESS it
quickly to the Lord and PLACE it at the foot of the cross. He will take it from you.

Here is where we as humans tend to get locked up. We tend to dwell on the sin. We continue to focus
on it. We talk about it. We ponder it, and we keep it on the forefront of our minds. This will hold you in
bondage.

Who Am I? Unlocking and Understanding the Mystery of Christ
Week Seven: Living for Him Day Four: Break Every Chain

S



e I know it is easier said than done, but what needs to happen is a confession to God. This brings
it out to deal with. God already knew you were struggling with it. Now, you have admitted it.

e The next thing is to ask God to take it from you. By faith you give it to Him, and then trust
He has it. You don’t go back and dwell on it or pick it back up.

¢  You then need to start pouring the Word of God into your mind and heart. You need to focus
on serving Christ. Find someone to serve or love. You will find a greater love for God replacing
a lesser love of the worldly way.

When you are able to do that, you have obtained VICTORY. You OVERCAME that which deterred you.

Now you can understand, on our own efforts we are too weak. We have to have the AUTHORITY,
POWER, and GRACE of God in us to accomplish this!!! There is always a warning. You can get excited about
the results you see in your life due to this authority, power, and grace, but always keep your heart and mind
focused on the fact that your name is written in the Lamb’s book of life, rather than the way God is working
through you. I am not saying don’t stop to give thanks or to exalt Him, but don’t let the results of this
victorious life become more important than the relationship you have with Him.

Once you come into that relationship with Christ, you have a decision each day to live for Him or to
return back to your old ways. God’s grace is there to carry you through when you make a mistake, but realize
just because His grace is there, you do not have permission to continue sinning. The power of God’s grace
always makes it possible to live the life He asks of us, a life of obedience and purity of heart. It is God who
works in you to will and to act according to His good purposes.

CHRIST gives by GRACE. WE receive by FAITH.

God’s AMAZING GRACE may be leading your heart and mind into areas that need to be given over
to Him. He does not want you to sit in bondage to that which is on you. He desires you to place it at His feet.
Stop running from it. Deal with it quickly, and then move on in the freedom that is yours in Him. Let the
grace of God break every chain that once held you in slavery to sin. Determine today to devote yourself as a
slave or a servant to God and to His righteousness. Remember, when you have the fullness of God reigning in
your life, you have no fear of the evil one. He is powerless over you. The fear you feel is him enticing you or
lying to you that you cannot give up that which holds you. It’s a lie!!!! Don’t believe him!!!! Walk in the
authority of Jesus Christ and understand that you are now VICTORIOUS in Jesus!

Who Am I? Unlocking and Understanding the Mystery of Christ
Week Seven: Living for Him Day Four: Break Every Chain

6



