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Who Am I? 
Unlocking and Understanding the Mystery of Christ 

  

Week Seven       Day Five 

ONE DARK KNIGHT 

 

“’How long, O Lord?  Will you forget me forever?  How long will you hide your face from me?’”      (Psalm 13:1)                                                                      

                   

 

The focus of study this week has been living a life of integrity for Christ.  These past four lessons especially were 

written to the church in hopes that you will understand the seriousness of following Jesus.  There is coming a day when 

Jesus will come back.  He will take His faithful, fully-surrendered children home.  I want to be one of those that go 

home with Him, and it is my heart’s desire that all of you go home, too. 

During the preparation of Week Five, God gave me a message to proclaim to professed Christians facing the Last 

Days.  This lesson is based upon that message.  Some of the material may resemble portions of week five, but I want 

you to experience and see that when our hearts and ears are open to the voice of God, He will speak to us and take us to 

new levels of understanding…in Him. 

I also want you to know that through the majority of writing this Bible study, I was a music teacher at a small 

Christian school in Lima, Ohio.  Many of my students were very gifted, but at the time that God gave me the parable 

you are about to see, I believe He desired me to have this particular student illustrate the parable.  His name is Eric 

Goodman, a young man that is full of the Spirit of God and desires to be used by Him. 

 

God brought to me a very small devotion by A.W. Tozer on “Trials and Pain: the Dark Night 

of the Soul,” in Tozer on Christian Leadership.  In this devotion, A.W. Tozer talks about a dark 

night of the soul… God showed me One Dark Knight as a parable to illustrate the one dark night 

that many Christians are not very willing to enter to achieve the glorious light on the other side. 

Quoting Tozer, “It is impossible for them ever to know the morning because they will not endure 

the night.” 

God has given me a mission in my ministry to awaken the church to be prepared to face the end times 

as though it is one dark night.  He showed me a parable to write.  According to The New Unger’s Bible 

Dictionary, a parable is an illustration, assisting to make truth vivid to the mind.  
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This message today is given to encourage you that all who are willing to face the One Dark Knight will 

live to experience the morning’s Glorious Light! 
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I want to share with you how facing the Dark Knight before us compares greatly to the Dark 

Night that Jesus faced prior to His death and resurrection.   

 

 

Jesus took the time to tell His disciples so they could be prepared and ready. 

Jesus’ Dark Night 

Have you ever been with someone that was about to move on or die?  It is a gift that you don’t realize 

at the time because what probably was happening, if they knew they were going away, they were probably 

trying to remind you of things they taught you, trying to share words of wisdom they had achieved, or were 

giving you instructions of something to accomplish or do.  Your heart and mind is distracted with the 

tenderness of the moment. It is hard to focus on the message being given. 

I think the last night before Jesus’ death was much like that.  Jesus knew He was going away.  His 

heart was heavy concerning what He was about to face and leaving His earthly brothers and sisters behind.  

He shared so much with His closest 12 that night, but I believe they were so caught up in the tenderness of the 

night that they did not fully understand what Jesus was saying to them. 

 

DIGGING DEEPER: John 13-17 

This passage is lengthy, but you can hear the love in our Lord’s voice.  You can hear the concern and 

compassion, as well as, the frustration He had within Him.   

 

I have outlined it: 

1. I have loved you; love each other; love me through obedience 

2. I have served you; serve one another 

3. I am going ahead to prepare a place for you to come to Me 

4. I will be back to get you 

5. I am going to give the Holy Spirit to live within you. 

6. It is going to get tough for you….because of Me 

7. Do not panic; abide with Me and I will not leave you to face it alone 

8. I know you do not fully understand but the Counselor I send will guide you. 
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I IMAGINE JESUS FILLED WITH MIXED EMOTIONS 

It was a joyful time because He knew heaven…He was going home 

He already knew the splendor of heaven. No doubt He was excited to get back. 

It was a scary time because He was going to endure the darkest night of His earthly life. 

It was a tender time because He shared His heart and time with His closest friends to prepare them for 

that which was about to come. 

It was a mournful time because He knows many will fall away and not make it home to the place He was 

going to prepare. 

 

 

We know the events of that night.  We know how that night ended with Jesus beaten and nailed to the cross.  

Jesus faced His One Dark Night. 

The ladies went to the tomb to find a great light. Jesus was not there.  The angels told them He had risen from 

the dead just as He had said He would.  He achieved the Glorious Light! 

We know that over a period of 40 days Jesus appeared to His disciples and many others to finish His work here 

on earth.  He was about to be taken back into heaven…to go home. 

 

 

 Jesus took the time to give them a commission to fulfill while they waited. 

A commission is something entrusted to be done; delegated authority; body entrusted with some special duty.  

His last two “words” to us were 1) to go make disciples, not just converts, but people that want to learn and 

observe Christ’s commands; people that will separate from this corrupt world to follow the commands of Christ 

with all their hearts, minds, and souls. 

 Jesus took the time to give them the Holy Spirit to fulfill the commission. 

And 2) to wait for the power from on high to be witnesses for Him, so they can go and make disciples.  They 

were to wait for power and authority to come to them for strength and courage to live for Him.  They were to 

wait for the baptism of the Holy Spirit… the Comforter He promised. 

 Jesus took the time to let them know He’s coming Back to take them home. 

Then Jesus was taken up before their very eyes. As they stood there looking upward, two men in white 

questioned why they stood looking into the sky…  “What you lookin’ at?”  This same Jesus, who has been 

taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen Him go into heaven. 
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Jesus took the time to tell us, so we can be prepared and be ready. 

Our Dark Night 

We visited the last night Jesus shared with His closest disciples.  He knew He had to face one dark 

night filled with pain and ending in death, but He also knew He had to go through this dark night to get to the 

glorious light of His resurrection.  He was willing to face that dark night because He knew the victory was on 

the other side.   

We are now faced with that same decision.  In these last days, we can see the anticipated return of 

Christ fast approaching.  We can list fulfilled prophecy one after the other, but there is also fast approaching a 

dark night that we must be willing to face as Christians to receive our victory of His Glorious Light. 

 

DIGGING DEEPER: Matthew 24; Mark 13 

 

 All believers must constantly look to their own spiritual condition in light of Christ’s second coming 

at an unknown and unexpected time.   

 A large portion of the church will be unprepared at the time of His return.   

 Stay filled up and focused on Him.   

 Continue to expect His return at any time.   

 Don’t fall for the deception of the world.   

 Be willing to face whatever dark night lies before you as you stay ready for His expected return at 

any unexpected hour. 

 

Be Willing and Don’t Be Deceived 

Matthew 24 

 V. 4 Watch out that no one deceives you… 

 V. 6 Don’t be alarmed- such things must happen 

 V. 7 Nation against nation; famines, earthquakes…beginning of birth pains 

 V. 9 You will be handed over to be persecuted and put to death, and you will be hated by ALL 

Nations 

 V. 10 many will turn away from the faith 

 V. 11 There will be many false prophets 

 V. 12 There will be an increase of wickedness; love of most will grow cold 

 V. 13 He who stands firm to the end will be saved 

 V. 14 The Gospel needs preached to all nations.. then the end will come 
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 V. 23 Some will say, “Look here is the Christ”…do not believe it! 

 V.25 Jesus says “I’ve told you ahead of time so you know!” 

 V. 27 For as lightning that comes from the east is visible even in the west, so will the coming of 

the Son of man 

 V. 30 The Son of man will appear in the sky… all nations will mourn… they will see the Son of 

man coming on the clouds with power and great glory. 

 V. 31 God will send an angel…Loud trumpet call… they will gather His elect… 

 V. 32 watch for it… 

 V. 36  No one knows that day or hour, not the angels, not the Son, only God knows 

 V. 38 Life will continue as in the days of Noah, they knew nothing about what would happen until 

the flood came and took them away. 

 V. 40-41 2 people …one will remain, one will be taken 

 V. 42 Keep watch because you don’t know when 

 V. 43 If you knew the time you would wait to get ready 

 V. 44 Be ready because it is going to happen at an hour you least expect it. 

 V. 45-51 Be faithful and wise as you do what you have been called to do.  Some will get tired of 

doing it and be found doing evil upon His return…Severe judgment will come to that person. 

 

 

Mark 13 

 V. 5 Watch out for deception 

 V. 9 You must be on your guard.  You will be handed over to the local councils and flogged 

 V. 10 Gospel must first be preached into all nations 

 V. 11 When you are arrested the Holy Spirit will speak through you 

 V. 12 Bro v/s Bro; Father v/s Son…children rebel against parents 

 V.13 All men will hate you because of Me; stand firm to the end and be saved. 

 V. 14 Recognize the abomination that causes desolation 

 V. 23 Stay on your guard… I have told you everything ahead of time 

 V. 26 Son of man in clouds of power and glory 

 V. 35-37 Be on guard! Be alert! You do not know when that time will come. 
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 Jesus took the time to give us a commission to fulfill while we wait. 

Go make disciples. His patience of returning only means more time to get people saved. 

Focus on reaching others as you follow His commands. 

 

 Jesus took the time to give us the Holy Spirit to fulfill the commission 

We are hearing so much about the last days due to all that has been happening in our country and in the 

world.  Jesus does not want us to fret or fear… He wants us empowered and focused on the correct things. 

To Witness 

To face all we may face 

To enlighten us to truth 

To understand 

 

 Jesus took the time to let us know that He’s coming back to take us home. 

 

I HAVE MIXED EMOTIONS 

It’s a joyful time because we will get to reside with Jesus. 

It’s a scary time because we may have to endure the darkest night of our earthly life. 

It is a tender time because we will share our heart and time with each other to prepare. 

It’s a mournful time because many will fall away and not make it. 

 

Through these passages and through many other passages, we are faced with the question, 

“How are we supposed to live until He comes?”  My answer, “Live with integrity in the life Jesus has 

prepared us for.”  I know living all out for Jesus is hard.  Our flesh wages war with our spirit. We 

are faced with temptations like never before, and the world is doing away with absolute truth.  I 

promise you though, if you live your life according to the truth of the Holy Scripture you will know 

what to do. If you allow the Holy Spirit to reign in your life, you will not only be able to endure 

and stand to the end, but you will do it with power, grace, and authority that can only come from 

our God. 

Living a life of integrity is a choice; a choice that cannot be completed without power, grace, and 

authority.  Jesus is coming back!  That is a fact.  The time for Christians is going to become rough.  We are 

going to see people fall away. We are going to see God denied, and we are going to see Christians face persecution 

and hatred on His behalf.  We are also going to see more true miracles and experience more power through 

revival in the body of Christ.  The choice you have made and continue to make on a daily basis to live with 

integrity pleases our Lord; therefore, we will face that dark night with the power of the Holy Spirit, the grace 

of God, and the authority of Jesus Christ. 

 

Are you willing and ready to face your Dark Knight (Night) to get 

to the Glorious Eternal Light? 


